
Jim Leonard focused his practice in the areas of insurance coverage
advice and litigation on behalf of policyholders. With a dedication to
maximizing client coverage and recovery while minimizing expense,
Jim was committed to ensuring each client he served received the
full benefit of their insurance investment.

A trusted business adviser, formidable litigator and veteran insurance
professional, Jim focused on developing dispute resolution strategies that
put his clients in a position to prevail when critical coverage is denied. Jim
has assisted policyholders in recovering insurance proceeds in a wide
variety of industries and professions. His experience included airlines,
auto parts, banking, technology, religious and nonprofit organizations,
communications, construction, consumer products, credit management,
hospitals, infrastructure, nursing home and long-term care facilities, paper
and other forest products, pharmaceuticals and medical devices,
physicians, property management, universities, and many others.

Jim worked with clients on their environmental insurance recovery efforts,
with a particular emphasis on the recovery of insurance proceeds for
environmental hazards such as pollution and asbestos. He also assisted
clients in addressing sophisticated insurance and indemnity issues in the
course of mergers and acquisitions, and has helped with the formation
and management of captive insurance companies. Moreover, Jim provided
legal counsel to healthcare and life and health insurer clients on significant
matters of law, including stranger-owned life insurance, ERISA, state
regulatory and licensure issues, and general litigation.

Prior to private practice, Jim served as vice president, claims and general
counsel for MAG Mutual Insurance Company in Atlanta, which is
Georgia’s largest professional liability insurer. Having worked for many
years as counsel for an insurance company, Jim knows the dynamics of
the insurance business from the inside out, giving his clients today an
advantage in discovery, depositions, settlement negotiation and at trial.
Jim understands how insurance companies operate and what inherently
drives their agenda. As a result, he is able to anticipate their next steps
and apply the right strategy to counter that position.
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U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
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Circuit
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U.S. District Court for the Northern
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U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of Texas
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District of Texas

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh
Circuit

LANGUAGES



After decades representing policyholders and working in-house for
insurance companies, Jim is well-versed in the financial and even
emotional impact of a coverage dispute. Level-headed, amiable and a
dedicated professional, Jim was appreciated for defending policyholders
faced with dire consequences in the event their insurance company fails
them. He has resolved complex litigation involving practically every type of
coverage and ranging in value from millions to hundreds of millions of
dollars. Regardless of the size or difficulty of the matter, Jim sought to
understand his clients’ position and provide practical, considerate,
effectual and aggressive advocacy that results in the financial recovery his
clients deserve.

Prior to joining Barnes & Thornburg, Jim was a partner in the insurance
recovery group at a large Atlanta-based law firm. He was a frequent
speaker on insurance-related subjects around the country. 

Professional and Community Involvement

Co-chair, American Bar Association Construction Litigation Insurance
Subcommittee

Certified arbitrator and general civil mediator, Georgia Supreme Court
Commission on Dispute Resolution 

Honors

Georgia Top-Rated Lawyer, ALM Global

The Best Lawyers in America, 2015-2024

Martindale-Hubbell, AV Preeminent Attorney

Chambers USA, 2021-2023

Georgia Super Lawyers, 2022-2023

Fulton County Daily Report Lifetime Achievement Award

English


